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The Bridge Home
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Ames, IA 50010
515.232.8075

HEALING TO HELP
OTHERS

MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Please consider donating from our Amazon wish list:
bit.ly/HelpBridgeHome.
Items we especially need:
● Grocery gift cards (HyVee preferred)
● Gas station gift cards (Casey’s preferred)
● Bottled Water
● CyRide or HIRTA tickets
● Toilet paper
● Paper towels
● Microwavable food (can be made in a hotel room)
● Personal hygiene items
● Laundry Detergent
● Cleaning products

Former shelter client and current rapid re-housing client at
The Bridge Home, Ann, came to us from a rural community
in Hardin County. She spoke to us about her rehabilitation
journey and her desire to help others. Ann’s motivation to
start a new life has inspired The Bridge Home staff as well as
clients who have met her.

When asked to sum up her journey, Ann gave words of
encouragement to others trying to rebuild their lives. “One
potentially bad day doesn’t discount all the other [good]
days or your commitment. Just because you may break the
commitment one day, it doesn’t mean you’re giving up on the
commitment altogether.”

When asked what motivates her to succeed, Ann said it’s her
driving desire to support her parents and improve the lives of
those around her — “resilience and perseverance” are key.

If you or someone you know might benefit from our
services, call us at 515-232-8075. Whether it’s help with
employment or applications for financial assistance, we
can help or connect you to the support you or your loved
one needs.

It has been four years since Ann summoned the courage to
leave a toxic relationship and start anew.

While the changing of the season brings excitement
for the holidays, many in our community are bracing
for winter. The unhoused have limited shelter
and unreliable access to heating, making winter
especially dangerous.
This giving season, you can make an extraordinary
difference in the lives of our struggling neighbors
by shopping on Amazon Smile. With every eligible
purchase, the Amazon Smile Foundation will donate
a percentage to our mission!
If you are a current member or on our mailing list,
you will soon receive our winter appeal. If not, please
consider making an online contribution or joining our
mailing list safely and securely through our website,
www.thebridgehome.org — your kindness and
generosity will change lives!
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Rapid rehousing client, Ann, with her guitar and her caseworker, Elizabeth.
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OUR MISSION
We walk with those who have fallen on hard times
to help them find hope and a home.

AREA OF SERVICE
From our main campus in Ames, Iowa, our outreach
spans the Two Rivers Region, serving Story,
Marshall, Boone, Greene, and Hardin counties.

SPONSORS

United Way of Boone County

“I left my ex of 14 years to be happy. I never thought I could
leave. I saw this [symbolic] line and thought, ‘I’d be so much
happier over there… if I could just get over there.’”
Once on her own, Ann battled mental and physical health
challenges and began self-medicating.
“Making poor choices due to the influence of others is what got
me in trouble. I was surrounded by a bad behavioral culture.”
Ann found her feet on solid ground once again with the help
of her parents, but due to their health issues, Ann connected
with The Bridge Home to guide her on her new path.
“My first steps were healing and then growth. I told myself, ‘I’m
going to set boundaries. I’m going to get a job. I’m going to get
a place and go to school.’”
With the guidance of her advocates from The Bridge Home,
Ann has found a stable home through our rapid re-housing
program, where she can focus on her mental and physical
well-being and enjoy her hobbies (piano, guitar, and
gardening). She started massage therapy school in June and
is well on her way to achieving her goals.
Ann has amazed everybody with her progress, and with a
strong foundation and safe place to call home, she can now
build a brighter future, contribute to the community, and take
care of her aging parents as they have for her in the past.

Finding housing was one of Ann’s biggest challenges, with
three months of rejections and multiple barriers due to past
evictions and restrictions on government assistance.

“I was upfront about my history, and
my landlady said it’s her goal to
provide affordable, reliable housing —
that struck a chord with me.”
Our rapid re-housing program provides short-term rental
assistance and support services to help individuals and
families quickly exit homelessness by obtaining and
retaining permanent housing. Tailored to the needs of the
individual, it encourages self-suffciency through life skills
counseling, employment assistance, ﬁnancial literacy,
and more.
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A LETTER FROM JODI
REACHING BEYOND THE CITIES
Dear Partners,
Our overarching goal is to help people reach their full potential and improve their
well-being, no matter where they’re from.
When people think of human services, they typically think about providing
basic needs: food, shelter, and clothing. While these necessities are critical, we
believe in community support to address human service issues at their core,
where stable, affordable housing is the foundation for every individual and
family to thrive.
Housing affordability and inflation are putting pressure on many Americans, and
unfortunately, access to safe, affordable housing is not a problem confined only
to inner cities. Our rural community members are also feeling this pressure, and
addressing poverty and homelessness in these communities brings its own set
of challenges, including (but certainly not limited to):
• Minimal access to supportive services compared to urban areas
• Data collection challenges in identifying community needs
• Lack of awareness and outreach due to population spread
One of our goals is to make our services more accessible to everyone in our
region: urban, suburban, and rural alike.
Helping our clients reach their full potential is about more than just financial
self-sufficiency. It’s about creating enduring change and fostering individual wellbeing, so people have security, access to mental health support, and pathways
to personal fulfillment. We believe this ultimately leads to healthy, thriving
communities.

DONOR SPOTLIGHT:
LINDA AND
JOE SCALLON
We are always humbled and inspired by the
generosity of our donors. We could not fulfill our
mission without the charitable contributions of
people like Linda and Joe Scallon, farmers from
Hardin County.
Linda and Joe were first connected with The
Bridge Home through Linda’s brother, Troy
Jansen, a cherished long-time member of The
Bridge Home team. It is his involvement in
human services that led to Linda and Joe’s
regular contributions toward our mission.

SERVING THE UNHOUSED IN
RURAL CENTRAL IOWA
RURAL CLIENTS SERVED ACROSS ALL BRIDGE HOME PROGRAMS
July 2022
Greene County: 4
Boone County: 13
Hardin County: 14
Marshall County: 51
People Served Vs.

Turned Away

(Due to limited resources)

“We’ve worked hard, but we’ve
been blessed with good health
and means. We like to share with
those in need — share what we’ve
been given, and share that gift
with others when we can.”

Of the July shelter clients from rural counties…

23
TOTAL
105

26%

27%

42%

Came from
uninhabitable living
conditions

Came from doubled-up
or overcrowded living
conditions

Self-reported having a
mental health condition

— Linda Scallon

82

We all need help at some point in our lives. Bringing
awareness to rural poverty and the unhoused
is another step toward ensuring we can
bridge the gap for all.

ADDRESSING RURAL HOMELESSNESS

Warmly,

Factors contributing to rural poverty and homelessness

Jodi Stumbo
President
and CEO
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1. Lack of affordable housing,
especially near employment
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4. Economic Instability

2. Lower average wages

5. Lack of childcare and public
transportation services

3. Fewer employment opportunities

6. Aging rural population
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7. Fewer medical and behavioral
health resources
8. Limited number of homelessspecific services
9. Lack of community outreach

A Different Set of Challenges
The Bridge Home’s Shelter Coordinator, Troy Jansen, with
his sister, Linda, and her husband Joe Scallon.

The couple’s passion for helping others is felt
throughout their community in Iowa Falls, where
they volunteer their time with their church to
help feed a large population of those struggling.
Thank you, Linda and Joe, from the bottom of
our hearts, for being such an important part of
The Bridge Home family.

Larger service areas

Dispersed populations

Identifying and
measuring those in
need

Tailoring support
strategies for rural
communities

Creating community
awareness

Building and staffing
support infrastructure

Sources: US Department of Housing and Urban Development; National Healthcare for the Homeless Council
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