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Amy and her daughter enjoy time together at The Bridge Home playground.

BREAKING BARRIERS THROUGH COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS
Libraries play a fundamental role in society, not only as
community centers for knowledge and learning but also
as neutral spaces that connect people to information
and people to people.

These qualities have inspired a partnership between the
Ames Public Library and The Bridge Home, intending to
connect human services with the community.

With fewer barriers to aid, the program is seeing a
positive response. Many of those seeking assistance are
already comfortable in the library and are familiar with
the library staff, making it less daunting to reach out
and ask for help. The library staff create a welcoming
environment, providing guidance and facilitating
connections to The Bridge Home team.

The partnership aims to empower the underserved to
find help through the library’s doors by providing safe,
free access to essential services. Library Director, Sheila
Schafer, stated:

After hearing about the library’s partnership with The
Bridge Home, Amy, a single mom of a two-year-old
daughter, reached out as a last resort. When asked if
she has any advice for others in similar situations, Amy
said:

“The library is excited to partner with The Bridge Home
on this unique collaboration. The library is a safe and
welcoming place where people feel comfortable asking
for assistance.

“I would love to encourage people in my position to reach
out [for help]... If there’s anyone else out there that
needs to hear this — do something positive with it. Don’t
fall back into old routines.”

“It’s been great working with the [Bridge Home] team and
so nice to hear stories of successful connections.”
— Sheila Schafer, Director, Ames Public Library.

Partnerships with institutions like Ames Public Library
are instrumental for community outreach and meeting
homelessness at its source. Traditionally centers for
research and education, libraries are vital to reaching
this vulnerable and underserved population, becoming a
place for learning and a safe haven for life improvement.

By offering regular time and space for organizations
like The Bridge Home, we can promote awareness of
the help and programs available and make it easier for
community members to connect to the services they
need.”
The Bridge Home staff are now accessible three days
a week in the library’s Adult Services and Youth and
Families sections to meet with new and existing clients,
discuss case management, and arrange housing
assistance.
Clients have access to invaluable library resources,
including computers and an internet connection.
With these tools available, they can meet with their
caseworker to collaborate on resume writing, job
searches, and education and job training — all under
one roof.

We look forward to our continued partnership and
making a difference with Ames Public Library!
EXPANDING OUR REACH
As we continue to identify and work with the needs of
the counties we serve, we hope to expand this program
and develop a lasting network of community partners
dedicated to creating a brighter, more inclusive future for
all across the Two Rivers Region.
To learn more about our community outreach or how
your organization can get involved, please call us at
515.232.8075.
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A LETTER FROM JODI
FOCUSING ON LONG-TERM SOLUTIONS
Dear Partners,
It can be easy to look around and feel disheartened by current world events, but
In times like these, I like to pause and acknowledge the positives.
When I look around, I’m inspired and humbled by all the good I see in our
community. When I think about your willingness to create change for others, it
gives me hope.

VOLUNTEER
SPOTLIGHT:
RENEW
COMMUNITY
CHURCH

THE GIFT OF A CLEAN SLATE

A future in America without homelessness will ultimately require meeting the
problem at its source. Enduring change will require strong cooperation between
city, county, and community partners and addressing the housing affordability
crisis.
We need to step away from short-term fixes like shelter and food if we want to
solve the tragedy of homelessness without undermining the very people we are
trying to help. At The Bridge Home, we provide much more than food and shelter.
Our goal is to focus our resources on homelessness at a systemic level, where
housing and stability must come first to break the generational cycle. We do this
by providing the tools and support to guide people to achieve and maintain selfsufficiency without doing the work for them.
When people lack the security of a home, the ripple effect can be felt throughout
a community — crime escalates, unemployment rises, schools are under-funded,
and the cost of social and health services begins to increase.
An adequate supply of safe, affordable housing is fundamental to ending
homelessness in the long term. When people are housed, they are better
positioned to address the core challenges that led them into homelessness.
While we are making strides towards bridging the
gap, there is a long way to go. But with your
ongoing partnership, I am hopeful that
homelessness can become a problem
of the past within our lifetime.
Humbly,
Jodi Stumbo
President and CEO

Renew Community Church volunteers, December 26, 2021

“We are so blessed to continue to
partner with such a hard-working, muchneeded organization like The Bridge
Home.”
This past Christmas, amazing
members of Renew Community Church
volunteered their time to help clean two
apartments in preparation for our new
tenants.
Wishing a heartfelt thank you to all
who contributed their time, cleaning
supplies, and efforts — especially over
the holiday period. Your hard work
ensured our clients had a welcoming
space to recoup and transition into their
new lives.
We are blessed beyond words to have
such incredible community partners.
Without you, we couldn’t do what we do!

A REWARDING
WAY TO GIVE
BACK

By volunteering with The Bridge Home, you can be
a part of positive change. Our volunteers have done
fantastic work in our community, including household
repairs, cleaning, painting, and gardening.
We have opportunities for adults, young adults, and children so
that the whole family can get involved!
With your help, we can guide our clients and their families to regain
independence and build a better life.
To learn more and register as a volunteer, visit www.thebridgehome.org/volunteer.
WHY VOLUNTEER?

● Jump-start your resume and college applications
● Meet like-minded people
● Learn new skills
● Make a tangible difference
● Be part of the community

ENDING THE CYCLE: IMPLEMENTING
LONG-TERM SOLUTIONS
*Source: National Alliance to End Homelessness

Increasing Employment
and Income: Designing
and implementing
programs to assist lowincome individuals and
families to boost their
income and maintain
stable housing

Crisis Response System:
Aligns the community, its
programs, and services
around one common goal —
to make homelessness rare,
brief, and nonrecurring

Supportive Housing: Combines affordable
housing assistance with case management
and support services to address the needs of
the most vulnerable and chronically homeless.
Designed to build independent living skills and
connect people to community-based healthcare,
treatment, and employment services

Rental Assistance:
Providing short-term rental
assistance and services
to help people obtain
housing quickly, increase
self-sufficiency, and stay
housed

A Coordinated Approach:
Implementing a communitywide coordinated approach to
delivering services, housing,
and programs
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The Bridge Home
225 S. Kellogg Ave.
Ames, IA 50010
515.232.8075

MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Please consider donating from our Amazon wish list:
bit.ly/HelpBridgeHome.
Items we especially need:
● Cleaning products
● Toilet paper
● Paper towels
● Laundry Detergent
● Personal hygiene items
● CyRide or HIRTA tickets
● Grocery gift cards (HyVee preferred)
● Gas station gift cards (Casey’s preferred)
● Microwavable food (can be made in a hotel room)

CAN YOU HELP?

We are currently experiencing an unprecedented
number of people needing our help. A critical
shortage of affordable housing has left many of our
neighbors just one paycheck away from losing their
homes. Unfortunately, with limited resources to meet
this growing need, we have to turn people away.

WE NEED YOUR HELP TO SERVE
AS MANY PEOPLE AS POSSIBLE!
If you are a current member or on our mailing list,
you will soon receive our spring appeal. If not,
please consider making an online contribution or
joining our mailing list safely and securely through
our website, www.thebridgehome.org — your
kindness and generosity will change lives!

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Dan Douglas – Chair
Diane McCauley – Vice Chair
John Dalhoff – Treasurer
Jean Nicol Jahren – Secretary
Carolyn Cutrona
Jennifer Garst
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Kirsten Newman
Doug Powell
Marv Prins
Ralph Rosenberg
Mary Ross
Dave Wohlsdorf

LEADERSHIP TEAM
Jodi Stumbo – President and CEO
Shari Reilly – Executive Assistant
Linda Munden, MPA – Senior Executive Director
Tara Brown – Director of Shelter Services
Andrea Gronau – Development Manager

OUR MISSION
We walk with those who have fallen on hard times
to help them find hope and a home.

AREA OF SERVICE
From our main campus in Ames, Iowa, our outreach
spans the Two Rivers Region, serving Story,
Marshall, Boone, Greene, and Hardin counties.

SPONSORS

