The Bridge Home
225 South Kellogg Ave.
Ames, IA 50010
515.232.8075

MAKE AN
IMPACT

BRIDGING
THE GAP

The Bridge Home Amazon wishlist:
bit.ly/HelpBridgeHome
We especially need:
•

Cleaning products

•

Individual hand sanitizers

•

Coloring books and colors

•

Microwaveable food (can be made
in a hotel room)

NEW BEGINNINGS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

COVID-19 +
OUR COMMUNITY
Since the COVID-19 Eviction Moratorium was lifted, many utility
providers and landlords began issuing shut-off and eviction
notices to those who cannot pay their bills. We know that in the
City of Ames alone, there are at least 2,700 households due to
be receiving such notices in the coming month, and countless
other individuals and families at immediate risk of such
interruptions. We are committed to helping as many people as
possible remain in their homes, but we can’t do it alone!
Since the onset of COVID-19, we’ve had to alter the way we
support, and shelter, those most vulnerable in our community.
To continue providing excellent care, we are always in need
of assistance. If you are a current member or on our mailing
list, you will soon receive our Fall Needs Letter. If not, please
consider making an online contribution or joining safely and
securely through our website amesshelter.org.
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Dan Douglas – President
Diane McCauley – Vice President
Shari Reilly – Treasurer
Jean Nicol Jahren – Secretary
Jon Banwart
Carolyn Cutrona
John Dalhoff

Ben Kellen
Kirsten Newman
Marv Prins
Scott Thompson
Ralph Rosenberg
Dave Wohlsdorf

LEADERSHIP TEAM
Jodi Stumbo - Executive Director
Linda Munden - MPA, Associate Director, Housing
and Grant Writing
Troy Jansen - Associate Director, Prevention
and Volunteers
Tara Brown - Interim Shelter Manager

OUR MISSION
We walk with those who have fallen on hard times to
help them find hope and a home.

SPONSORS
United Way of Story County

Our organization was founded in 1985 as the Emergency Residence
Project to address the growing need of individuals and families requiring
shelter, a trend that continues today and is only exacerbated by the
ongoing housing crisis. We are the only organization serving men,
women, and families in Story County and the broader Two Rivers Region
(Green County, Boone County, Harden County, and Marshall County)
dedicated to ending the cycle of homelessness.
In the last year alone, we have proudly served over 600 men, women,
and children with more than 4,000 meals and 10,000 nights of shelter.
While these numbers bring us much pride, we need to do more.
It is with pleasure, in May of this year, that we made the decision to
transform our brand to better reflect the services we offer; renaming
ourselves, The Bridge Home!
At the Bridge Home, we are not just dedicated to providing immediate
relief. We provide the tools, resources, and education to empower and
guide individuals and families facing the challenges of homelessness
toward long-term solutions — with dignity, respect, and free from
judgment.
Homelessness can touch anyone; it does not discriminate, and we
believe our transformation will allow us to better serve those most
vulnerable in our community and navigate them toward a brighter future
of independence. The Bridge Home provides a continuum of care, from
preventative services to housing programs, with the goal of bridging the
gap between homelessness and housing.

Summer 2020

“I couldn’t have ever gotten a
job, or housing, or even an Iowa
driver’s license if I didn’t have
the help of The Bridge Home
and officer Eric Snyder. In other
words, you saved my life.”
– Father, 50s who overcame homelessness

“I believe the stability and
resources of The Bridge Home
are beneficial for the Ames
Community. Their knowledge
and support of housing
programs granted me the
structure I needed to save my
family from hardship.”
– Mother, 30s, who overcame
homelessness with her family

“The staff are very hospitable
and treat everyone with dignity
and respect. God bless you!”
– Daughter, 20s,
who overcame homelessness

INSIDE THE ISSUE: New Beginnings | Meet Our Executive Director | Donor Spotlight: ASSET | Blessing in a Box | Who and How We Serve: Our Programs
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DONOR SPOTLIGHT:
EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR UPDATE ASSET
Get to Know Jodi — Executive Director
of The Bridge Home
Hello to our wonderful community,
I am honored to represent this tireless organization in my
role as Executive Director. 2020 is proving to bring many
exciting changes and improvements, including our new
branding and name — The Bridge Home!
We strongly believe this transformation will allow us to
better serve our community and enable greater outreach
to provide shelter and long-term transitional support to
bridge the gap between homelessness and housing in
Story County and the Two Rivers Region.
The Bridge Home provides a continuum of care from
preventative services to housing programs. We are not
just dedicated to providing immediate relief. We provide
the tools, resources, and education to empower and
guide individuals and families facing the challenges
of homelessness towards long-term solutions —
free from judgment.
Homelessness affects more than 420 people in Story
County alone, and over 750 people in the Two Rivers
Region, and does not discriminate between those it
touches. As we continue to celebrate our successes,
we must also prepare for our next challenge; the need
to keep our operating funds healthy and stable.
As your new Executive Director, my immediate goals
are to develop new sources of funding for The Bridge
Home, encourage the expansion of our program and
service outreach, and build stronger partnerships in our
community to end the cycle of homelessness —
well beyond my years here.
With my experience in the non-profit sector, I have
witnessed firsthand the positive impact we as a
community can have when we pull together to
help those in need. I would like to thank all
our supporters, donors, and volunteers
for your continued support.

ASSET (Analysis of Social Services Evaluation Team) has
existed in Story County since 1985. It brings together
four major funders of human services programs in a
collaborative, volunteer-led effort to coordinate local
planning, assess needs, evaluate the capabilities of
agencies to provide programs, and recommend funding.
Upon the onset of COVID-19, ASSET provided The Bridge
Home with much-needed additional funding so we could
safely house our shelter clients in local motels through
January. As our main shelter cannot provide adequate social
distancing measures, we required over $50,000 to continue
operating at capacity through January. Because the COVID
crisis continues with no indication of a resolution, we will
need to continue housing clients in local motels indefinitely.
We are so grateful to our donors and will urgently be seeking
additional funding to maintain the successful operation of
our community programs and services.
“United Way of Story County is grateful for the
community support toward our COVID-19 Emergency
fund. Providing emergency shelter services was a
challenge and much more expensive than the traditional
services that UWSC supports monthly at The Bridge
Home. These funds helped ensure services continued
at the onset of the pandemic.”

THE GIFT OF
GIVING ON
FATHER’S DAY
We are so grateful for our donors!

This beautiful pantry was made and donated by
Dave and Jean Dirks and family, as a Father’s
Day gift — what a wonderful idea! They have
generously stocked its shelves to help feed those
who have fallen on hard times. If you would like to
get involved or make a donation, please visit our
amesshelter.org or get in touch. Thank you
so much, Dave, Jean, and family!

“Jodi Stumbo and her staff at The Bridge Home are all very dedicated to serving the needs of homeless individuals and
families in Ames and the surrounding community. In this time of the COVID-19 pandemic, The Bridge Home quickly found
safe, alternative places for clients to stay when the shelter on South Kellogg needed to be closed. Jodi and her staff also
worked with Story County Public Health in finding a solution for homeless individuals needing to recover from COVID-19. The
Bridge Home impacts many lives with the services they provide and is an instrumental community partner with several of the
other non-profit organizations, the Ames Police Department, and Mary Greeley Medical Center, just to name a few.”
Deb Schildroth: Assistant City Manager, City of Ames

CONTINUUM OF CARE
At The Bridge Home, we are not just dedicated to providing immediate relief. We provide the tools, resources, and education to empower
and guide individuals and families facing the challenges of homelessness towards long-term solutions — free from judgment.
We provide a continuum of care from preventative services to housing programs.

Jean Kresse: President and CEO,
United Way of Story
County
Street outreach: Proactively
helping the homeless on the street.

Homelessness prevention:
Financial aid to prevent
eviction and utility
interruption — stopping the
paycheck-to-paycheck cycle.

PROACTIVE AND
SHORT-TERM
PROGRAMS
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Transitional housing: Assisting residents
to secure permanent, affordable housing

LONG-TERM
PROGRAMS

Permanent support with housing:
Combines affordable housing with
voluntary support services
for the chronically homeless

Rapid Re-housing: Short-term
rental assistance and individually
tailored services to obtain and
retain housing

Sincerely,
Jodi Stumbo
Executive Director

Abbie, Luke, Caleb, and Jean Dirks with the blessing box they
donated on Dave’s behalf for Father’s Day.

Shelter: Temporary shelter while
providing food, health and
wellbeing assistance, and
financial education.

Connection to community services
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