The Bridge Home
225 South Kellogg Ave.
Ames, IA 50010
515.232.8075

COUNTING THOSE
WE CANNOT SEE

MAKE AN IMPACT
The Bridge Home Amazon wishlist:
bit.ly/HelpBridgeHome
With Winter approaching, we especially need:
•

Cleaning products

•

Individual hand sanitizers

•

Winter apparel and footwear

•

Emergency blankets

•

Microwavable food (can be made in a
hotel room)

•

Children’s books and games

PREPARING FOR A
COVID WINTER
We Can’t do it Without You

Since the onset of COVID-19, our top priority has been the safety
of our clients and staff. As our main shelter cannot provide
adequate social distancing, we had to alter the way we support
and shelter those most vulnerable in our community. Shelter
clients have been safely housed in local hotels at a cost of up to
$26,000 a month, stretching our resources to their limits.

Fall 2020

CALM AFTER
THE STORM
It has been a difficult year for many, and
unfortunately, even tougher for others. In early
August, the Midwest was devastated by a powerful
derecho. The wake of damage and destruction
left hundreds of thousands of people without
power and many without homes to return to.
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Winter will soon be upon us, and with the latest eviction
moratorium expected to expire in January, countless individuals
and families are at immediate risk of eviction and utility
interruption. Homelessness in winter is especially dangerous,
and we are committed to helping as many people as possible
remain in their homes, but we can’t do it alone!
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We need your assistance to continue providing excellent care
through winter and sustain the successful operation of our
community programs and services across the Two Rivers
Region. If you are a current member or on our mailing list, you
will soon receive our Annual Report and Needs Letter. If not,
please consider making an online contribution or joining safely
and securely through our website, amesshelter.org — we are so
grateful for your support.

OUR MISSION
We walk with those who have fallen on hard times to
help them find hope and a home.

SPONSORS
United Way of Story County

The Bradley family of Story County, Iowa, while
luckily uninjured, went from housed to homeless in
the course of one day, losing their three-bedroom
trailer in the storm, and leaving the family of four
without a home or possessions. Along with their
trailer, the storm severely damaged one of the
Bradley’s vehicles, rendering their main source of
transportation to work and school unusable.
With insufficient notice to evacuate, the Bradleys, like
many of those affected, were forced to endure the
majority of the storm inside their trailer. As conditions
grew more dire, it was by a stroke of luck that the
family was able to take shelter in a neighbor’s house,
moments before a tree crushed the Bradleys’ home.
The local school district referred the Bradleys
and their teenage children to The Bridge Home
outreach staff, and we immediately arranged
shelter, food, necessities, and connected
the family to community resources.
“Things in our lives are slowly getting better,
and we now have a home that we will be moving
into for our family. Our outlook for our future
is positive, and we’re making all the decisions
to keep us moving in a positive direction.”

OUR CONTINUUM OF CARE
The Bridge Home provides a continuum of care from preventative
services to housing programs in the Two Rivers Region, including:
Marshall, Story, Boone, Green, and Hardin County.
Transitional Housing
Street Outreach

Homelessness
Prevention

Shelter

Proactive and
Short-Term
Programs

Long-Term
Programs

Permanent
Housing Support

Rapid Re-housing

Connection to
Community Services

Our Shelter Case Management Program provided the Bradleys
with shelter and support towards obtaining and retaining
permanent housing, as well as school equipment and supplies
to help the children start the school year on the right foot.
Due to COVID safety precautions, the Bradleys are being
housed at one of our temporary hotel locations while we
work to find them a more permanent place to call home.
“The Bridge Home has helped us realize that there are
people out there that will help others in time of need, and the
importance of giving everyone a fair shot without judgment.
We are so grateful for The Bridge Home and the support
they’ve shown our family — Thank you for everything.”
If you or someone you know might benefit from our services,
please call us at 515.232.8075.
If you wish to contribute and help more people like the Bradley
family, visit bit.ly/HelpBridgeHome or amesshelter.org.
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A LETTER
FROM JODI
Hello to our valued supporters,
Every two years, since January 2003, a
nationwide Point-in-Time (PIT) count is conducted
to tally the number of people living on the street on a single
night. This monumental task is made possible by tireless
outreach workers and volunteers and is performed as a
requirement of the Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) for communities to receive muchneeded federal funding for homeless programs.
While PIT count data helps us understand who is
out there, what they are going through, and how
we can best serve this vulnerable population, it
unfortunately undercounts the actual number of people
experiencing homelessness, with some experts saying
by half — or more. Specifically, the PIT count drastically
underrepresents the number of children, youth, and
families experiencing homelessness, resulting
in a severe lack of funding for this segment.
Another problem we encounter is in the assessment
of community needs. Studies determine who and how
many people are in need of support, however, we find
those who need help most are not participating in such
surveys, leaving their voices unheard. This perpetuates

the cycle of homelessness across the nation and right
here in our own backyard.
As of January 2019, HUD reported an estimated 2,315
people are experiencing homelessness on any given day in
Iowa, with 754 (33%) of those people residing here in the
Two Rivers Region. Unfortunately, we know these numbers
are far greater.

It is only with your help and partnership in our mission
that we can make a difference in the lives of those most
vulnerable in our community, and I know firsthand that we
can make a significant difference when we come together.
I thank you wholeheartedly for your time, donations, and
ongoing support.

“My overall goal was to teach care and compassion for
those in need through a fun, productive, group activity. My
students found sponsors, recorded and totaled their practice
for a seven-day period, and then collected and turned in
their contributions. These contributions from 305 sponsors
averaged 80 cents per minute, $48.11 per hour, and $183.08
per student. I am very proud of my students and their families
for their outstanding response to this fundraiser.”
— Pam Sibbel of Sibbel Studio

We would like to give a heartfelt thank you to Pam Sibbel and
her wonderful students of Sibbel Studio for their hard work
and generous donation of $11,900 toward helping The Bridge
Home end the cycle of homelessness in our community.
In February of this year, Sibbel Studio of Ames Iowa and 65
studio members participated in the “2020 Sibbel Studio
Valentine’s Week Practice-a-thon” to assist our work in
supporting and sheltering those experiencing and on the
verge of homelessness in the Two Rivers Region.
Ms. Sibbel announced the outcome of the annual fundraiser
during her studio’s winter recitals held on February 29th,
and presented the contribution to our Executive Director,
Jodi Stumbo. The funds reflected a total of 247 hours of
music practice during the seven-day period leading up to
Valentine’s day.
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people experiencing homelessness

IN IOWA.

Two Rivers Break Down

227

Family households

149
Veterans

153

Marshall County

425

Story County

are homeless in the
Two Rivers Region¹

Sincerely,
Jodi Stumbo
Executive Director

Raising Money through Music

2,315

754

With winter just around the corner and an expected
70,000 evictions to be filed over the next four months
in Iowa, our services will be needed more than ever
to accommodate potentially record numbers of those
experiencing or on the verge of homelessness.

Thank you, once again, to everyone involved and to the
students, their friends, and families who made personal
donations. We couldn’t do our work without you!

On any given night, there are

The Bridge Home is dedicated to providing a
continuum of care in the Two Rivers Region, from
preventative services to housing programs. Our goal
is to educate, guide, and empower individuals and
families facing the challenges of homelessness
toward long-term solutions — free from judgment.

Inaccurate calculation of homeless numbers places
considerable strain on communities and organizations
such as ours, leaving many individuals and families under
served. This raises a fundamental question: How do we
adequately serve those we cannot hear and who can’t be
seen or counted?

DONOR SPOTLIGHT:

SIBBEL STUDIO

HOMELESSNESS IN OUR BACKYARD

128

Boone County
Green County

24

Hardin County

24

146

Unaccompanied Young
Adults (aged 18-24)

340

Individuals Experiencing
Chronic Homelessness

STUDENT HOMELESSNESS
Iowa K-12 Public school data, reported to the U.S. Department of Education
during the 2017-2018 school year, shows an estimated 7,124 public school
students experienced homelessness over the course of the year.

146

1,451

485

5,042

Unsheltered

Staying in Hotels/Motels
1

In Shelters

Doubled-up

Institute for Community Alliances
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